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Welcome to Bethel  

Presbyterian Church

March 1, 2026  

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.



Our worship begins with the entering of the Light of Christ.
Please silence all electronics and be prayerfully attentive to the quiet presence of God.

+ indicates standing; congregational readings/responses are shown in bold print.

Gathering and Welcome                                                                                                                   
    The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ is with you.            And also with you.

Announcements    

Voluntary / Lighting of the Church Candles                                                                                                                     

Call to Worship                                                                                           Pam Sherwood                            
                                                                                                
Leader: Let us worship God as we move through this season of Lent.
People: In a world that does not understand repentance, may the Spirit lead us to
new understanding, humility, patience and discipline that will help us to die to
sin and live for Christ. Amen.

+ Hymn #464                       Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                             

Prayer of Confession                                                              Rev. Dr. George Gray Toole                

Jesus, Light of the World, we confess that we are often drawn into the darkness
of sinful ways. We have been known to accept and follow lies as truth. We have
offered our allegiance to other loyalties instead of to you. We sometimes crave
the praise of this world rather than your commendation. Forgive us, we pray you
help renew us in your pattern of living. In Jesus name we pray.

(Silent prayer of confession)                                                                                                      

Assurance of Pardon                                                              Rev. Dr. George Gray Toole

Leader: What do we know to be true for us?
People: Christ came into the world to save sinners. To all who confess their sins
and resolve to lead a new life, he says, “Your sins are forgiven.” Amen.

+ Gloria Patri

+ The Apostles’ Creed

Open and Close Trustee for
This month is Craig Messenger

Ushers this week
Terri Schwarz and Donna Jones

The 2026 Per Capita fee per congregation member is $45.00
Please be sure to submit your portion 

by the end of the year.

Please write per capita  in memo of check. Thank you!

Elders (Session) 
Meet 3rd Thursday each month

2027
Marsha Brooks
Dave Hinkley

Krista Batchelor
 

Deacons
Meet 1st Monday each month

2027
Rebecca Smith
Jane Burgess

Laurie Falkner

Trustees
Meet 1st Tuesday each month

2027
Jan Berlage

Bruce Batchelor
Greg Burgess

2028
Margie Fielder
Robert Horn

R. Donald Scott

2028
Pam Sherwood

Lisa Calary
Gail Thomas

Amy Ford

2028
Steve Kauffman
Steve Comaty
Sam Fielder

Dave Kirchner
Gary Lowe

Church Leadership

 

2026
Pete Capozzoli
Bob Dennison
Charles Henry

 

2026
Pat Chlebda 

Rebecca Comaty
Jen Seiler
Gail Lowe

2026
Tim Sherwood
Brian Calary

Bruce Mattheiss
Craig Messenger



+ Passing the Peace                        The peace of Christ is with you. And also with you.

Time with Young Disciples                                                                       Chrissie Galliher      

Induction of New Member                                                      Rev. Dr. George Gray Toole

Prayer for Illumination                                                                                Pam Sherwood     
                                                                                                                                                
Old Testament Lesson                          Psalm 121               
                                                                                                   
                                       This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

New Testament Lesson                        John 3:1-17        

                                       This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                         Light In The Darkness        Rev. Dr. George Gray Toole

+ Hymn #485                                To God Be The Glory                

Sharing of Joys & Concerns

Prayers of the People                                                                                Pam Sherwood      

The Lord’s Prayer

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Offertory                                                                                                                  
 
+ Doxology 592  

+ Prayer of Dedication                                                           Rev. Dr. George Gray Toole

+ Hymn #540                     God Be With You Till We Meet Again
                                                                                                                                              
+ Benediction                                                                         Rev. Dr. George Gray Toole

Postlude          



Bethel Concerns

Please keep the following in your prayers this week:
Carolyn Mattheiss, wife of Bruce Mattheiss
Tucker Edwards, 11 yr. old fighting cancer, friend of Avalyn Comer
Bonnie Six, friend of Don Scott
Sam Brooks
Carolyn Bowers, friend of Andi Holmes
Susan Wyatt
John Louderback
Steve Bevard, friend of Bethel & member of AARP
Mr. & Mrs. Slevin, Tom’s parents
Thomas Garrison
Sarah Milich
Maddie, great-niece of Gary & Gail Lowe
Travis Johnson, nephew of Pat & Chris Chlebda
Kathy Mullins Jones
The family of Art Gompf
David Rose
Kathleen Cody, friend of Gail & Dave Thomas
Vicki Davis, member of the Bridge Group
Debbie Cary, friend of Judy Bolke
The family of Jim Butcher
Garry & Martha Smithson
Linda Cummings, friend of Andi Holmes
Grandfather & Grandmother of RJ Wines
Sue Hinkley
Suzanne Gates, friend of Dave Kirchner

Organ flowers are in loving memory of 
Virginia Jarrett

Piano flowers are in honor of 
Tom Swift’s birthday by his wife, Mary Lee



Sandra Louderback - March 2nd
Finn Wines - March 2nd

John Louderback - March 3rd
Tom Swift - March 3rd

Finn Prevette - March 4th
Lee Fowler - March 5th

Lillian Skidmore - March 5th
        Jason Troyer - March 7th                                                

Card Shower 
Finn Prevette - March 4th

Turns 5 yr. old, likes Spiderman
323 Streett Circle

Forest Hill, MD 21050

Allen & Janet Henderson
Anniversary - March 12th

P.O. Box 155
Jarrettsville, MD 21084

*The Deacon’s Committee has provided a selection of notecards in the foyer for anyone who would like to send a card.

Mark & Lynne DiBastiani - March 7th                                         



Announcements

This Week at Bethel:    
Last Week’s attendance - 51/(14)
March 2nd - Women’s Bible Study @ 10:00 am
March 2nd - Elkridge Harford Hunt @ 11:00 am
March 2nd - Deacons Meeting @ 7:00 pm
March 3rd - Choir Practice @ 6:00 pm
March 3rd - Bridge Game, Fellowship Hall @ 6:00 pm
March 3rd - Trustees Meeting @ 7:00 pm
March 7th - Private Event, Fellowship Hall @ 1:00-5:00 pm
March 8th - Sunday School @ 9:30 am in CE Wing
March 8th - Worship Service @ 10:30 am
March 8th - Congregational Meeting, Fellowship Hall @ 11:30 am
March 8th - 4-H Meeting @ 6:00 pm

March 28th - Spaghetti Dinner @ 5:00 p.m.
March 29th - Palm Sunday
April 2nd - Maundy Thursday dinner & service @ 5:30 pm
April 5th - Easter Breakfast @ 8:45 am
April 19th - Congregational Luncheon & Meeting @ 11:30 am
May 16  - Bon Appetit Bingoth

May 17th - Children’s Day
May 31st - Graduate Sunday
July 8-10th - Vacation Bible School






